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SIX. | 
HAVE been abſent from this Country for ſorne 


Years, and on my Return to it laſt Summer, 
found it the moſt miſerable Scene of univerſal 
Diſtreſs, that I have ever read of in Hiſtory : 
Want and Miſery in every Face; the Rich un- 
able almoſt, as they were willing, to relieve the Poor; 
the Roads ſpread with dead and dying Bodies; Mantz 
kind of the Colour of the Docks and Nettles which 
they fed on; two or three, ſometimes more, on a 
Car going to the Gravy for want of Bearers to carry 
them, and many buried only in the Fields and Ditches 
where they periſhed. | 177 ; 
This univerſal Scarcity was enſued by Fluxes and 
malignant Fevers, which ſwept off Multitudes of all 
Sorts : whole Villages were laid waſte by Want and 
Sickneſs, and Death in various Shapes; and ſcarce an 
Houſe in the whole Iſland eſcaped from Tears and 
Mourning. ; 7” ON | 
It were to be wiſhed, Sir, that ſome curious En- 
quirer had made a Calculation of the Numbers loſt 
in this terrible Calamity : If one for every Houſe in 
che Kingdom died (and that is very probable, when 
A 2 we 


(4) 


we conſider that whole Families and Villages were 
{wept off in many Parts together) the Loſs muſt be 
upwards of 400,000 Souls: If but one for every o- 
ther Houſe (and it was certainly more) 200,000 
have periſhed. A Loſs too great for this ill. peopled 
Country to bear; and the more grievous, as this Loſs 
was moſtly of the grown-up Part of the Working 
People. : 

Sir, when a Stranger travels through this Country, 
and beholds its wide extended and fertile Plains, its 
great Flocks of Sheep and Black Cattle, and all its 
natural Wealth, and Conveniencies for Tillage, Ma- 
nufactures and Trade, he muſt be aſtoniſhed, that 
ſuch Miſery and Want could poſſibly be felt by its 
Inhabitants; but you, who know the Conſtitution, 
and are acquainted with its Weakneſles, can eaſily 
ſee the Reaton. p 3 

Laws are the Wiſdom of the Collective Body; 
they are deviſed by the moſt prudent and wiſe Men 


in the State; and to honeſt Men, are Leflons of Pru- 


dence; Qeconomy and Social Virtue ; or may be con- 
| m4, as Pacts between the whole People, which 
ey are to keep and perform; and to theſe certain 
Rewards and Puniſhments are annexed, to encourage 
the Sloathful, and deter the Hardy. wy 
"Tis by theſe Lights that a People are guided; and 
where they are wanted, the Particulars left to the 


weak Guidance of. their private Opinions, go aſtray, 


and wander in a Maze of Abſurdities and Miſtakes; 
and 'tis from the Want of them, that this Country, 
one of the moſt fertile in the World, is ſubject to 
ſuch frequent Wants and Famines as it feels; this is 


the third I have ſeen in the Compals of twenty Years: 


"Tis indeed the ſevereſt, and attended with the moſt 
diſmal Conſequences: But about twelve or thirteen 
Years ago, there was one very near as bad; and from 
whence can this proceed, Sir: From the ther 


S 


(5 
of proper Tillage Laws to guide, and to protect the 
Husbandman in the Purſuit of his Buſineſs; one 
ſcarce Year ſets all Hands to the Plow, this begets a 
great Plenty; there are neither Granarics to receive, 
not Bounties ro encourage the Exportation of this 
Plenty ; the Husbandman cannot get tor his Grain, 
what the Labour coſt him, he finks under its Weight, 
deſerts the Plow, ſtocks with Sheep, and in a few 
Years there is another Scarcity, another Famine : 
This is the known Courſe of our Tillage in this 
Country; and it muſt ever be ſo, whilſt Laws are 


wanting, by Premiums, to take off the Loads of a 
_ plentiful Year, which without them, mult neceflarily 
ſuffocate and oppreſs the Tillage. 


Probably, Sir, when you have read thus far, you 
may conclude, as moſt of the Gentlemen whom TI 
have diſcourſed on this Head have done, that chis is 
an Evil without remedy ; for that as we are to ſub- 


mit to the Judgment of another Country in all Bills ſent 


over by us, this which would ſet us above Want, and 
of conlequence, above buying our Bread from them, 
cannot be granted to us; and I muſt therefore beg 
Leave to give you my Sentiments upon it : 

England thinks itſelt the Mother Country, and 
imagines that it has a Right to ſettle proper Pacts 


and Agreements with us, whereby the Trade and Bu- 


ſineſs of the one ſhould not interfere or claſh with 
that of the other, bur that each applying to their par- 


ricular Occupation, ſhould have an Opportunity to 
. employ their Hands uſefully, and the Grand Buſineſs 


in Contemplation on the Occaſion was, th: Woollen 
and Linnen Manufactures; to us they gave the Lin- 
nen, and reſerved the Wodllen to themſelves. 

This Matter has been miſtaken by us of this Side 
the Water; we thought it a Grievance to be re- 


ſtrained in any Particular, conſcious of our Zeal and 


Affection for them, we grew jealous of the Partiali- 
ty ; 
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ty; Anger and Diſguſt enſued, and the one and the 
other begot ſuch Sentiments in us, that exerciſing 
our natural Rights, and the Liberty which we 1 0 


ourſelves deprived of by Power and Injuſtice, we fell 


upon a clandeſtine Trade with France and Holland, 


and ſent to them our Raw Wool, by which they 
were enabled to grow in the Manufacture, and to ri- 
val England which reſtrained us) in almoſt all the 
Branches of it, and that in almoſt all the foreign 
Markets in the World. 

'Thele Rivals at foreign Markets engroſſing the 
Cuſtomers, letr daily leſs to be done in Brizain and 
the Manufactures of England conſequently ſtood daily 
leſs and leſs in need of Iri/þ Wool, their own Growth 
became ſufficient for the Demands upon them; and 
fince that fatal Time, the Price of our Wool at home 
fell gradually with the Eugliſo ManufaQures, till at 
this preſent Time there being no Demand for it bur 
from the French Market, it has ſunk down to five 
and fix Shillings per Stone, from twelve, thirteen, or 


fourteen Shillings; a Price which the Grower about 
twenty or twenty five Years ago, frequently had from 


England | 

"his is the fatal Bone of Diſſention, the grand 
Matter of Jealouſy frgg®the other Side; they have 
loſt the Woollen Manufacture, a Fund of immenſe 


Riches and Power, a Fund which ennabled them ta 
defend the invaded World in Times paſt ; it is taken 


from their Side of the Ballance, and put into that of 


France, which wanted nothing but Money to enable 
them to execute their ambitious Schemes on the Li- 
berties of the World, and what the Conſequence may 
be in a very few Years, the preſent Situation of At- 
fairs in Europe gives great Reaſon to fear: The French 
prevail in all the Councils of Cori ſtendom, by the 
Influence of their Money; they kindle Wars and 


preſcribe Peace at * grow ſtill great in 


Reputation 


— 


Ern we a 
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| Reputation and Dominion by every Negociation; 
and at this very Inſtant, are in the Bowels of the 
Empire, ready to impoſe an Emperor of cheir own 
on the Germanick Body, formerly the Rival, and che 
Stay of France, from Univerſal Monarchy. 

Theſe are diſmal Conſequences of the ill judged 
Policy of England, in the Reſtrainrs lodged upon us, 
and of our fatal Reſentment thereof, and no wonder 
if it muſt cauſe Jealouſies from them in their Turn, 
to ſee Ireland, whoſe Liberties they have lately reſ- 
cued from Popery and Slavery in ſo bloody and dan» 
geraus a Conflict, the Means, and the willing Cauſe 
thereof. * 7 

I hus ſtands the unfortunate Jealouſy between the 
two Countries, and it were greatly to be wiſhed, that 
by Conceſſions on the one Side and the other, it 
might be ſo managed, as to remove the Diſpute, and 
make us one People, with one Intereſt and one Will. 
Bur, until that is done, Prudence muſt guide, and 

\ Enzland muſt give us ſuch Amendsas may determine 

| us on gathe Point of our own Intereſt (the only in- 
fallible Means to do it) to contract our Sheep Walks, 
and employ them in the more uſeful Branches of 
Tillage and Flax. | 

' This is what they mult plainly ſee to be now their 
only Remedy; the Lands employed in Shzep Walk 

ö are the beſt iu the Kingdom for Corn: Tillage with 

|. proper Premiums to encourage theExportation cf Corn, 

is vaſtly more profitable to = Occupier, than Sheep, 


———_= - 
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2 whole Growth we can only export raw and unmanu- 
5 factured, and if proper Laus are granted us, the im- 
1 m:diate Conſequence mult be, to break up our Sheep 


Walk for Corn; ſhortening the Sheep Walk, mult 
| ſnorten of Conlequence the clandeſtine Exportation 
| of Wool for France, and by that means, cramp and 
| ; diſtreſs their Manufactures until at laſt, that Buſineſs 
‚ N ſettles dow n again on its ancient Baſis, and becomes 


as 
F | 


(8 ] 
as it once Was, the Staple Commodity of Britain; 
and that it certainly will do, if ſuch Encouragements 
are given to Corn and Flax, as we in Reaſon may de- 
fire, and they in Prudence grant us. 

Now, Sir, on this View of the Affair, it ſeems 
to me more than a Probability, that if a Bill is con- 
trived and ſent over this Seſſion of Parliament, it 
cannot fail of a ready Concurrence there ; and it may 
be neceſſary therefore to conſider in what Shape we 

ſhould prepare it. . 

In England, tis true, there are no publick Grana- 
ries, every Farmer has one wherein he reſervss his 
Grain for ſuch Markets as flatter him with che m oft 
agrecable Froſpect of Advantage to himicli : he is 
ſure it cannot lye upon bis Hands, there is a Medium 
Price eſtablithed, at which the Farmer may well live 
and pay his Rent; if it comes below that, in 
comes the Bounty to the Exporter, and he by this 
Premium from the Publick, is enabled to give the 
Husbandman his Price, and exports the Corn to fo- 


reign Countries, by which it immediately becomes 


an Acceſſion of new Riches to the Country, and re- 
pays the Publick'manyfold the Premium by them ge- 
nerouſly advanced for the Exportation; and by iis 
means the Plow is kept always going, there is never 
a Scarcity or Famine in the Land, but there is a con- 
ſtant Flow of Riches into it, from the Labours of the 
induſtrious and pains taking Husbandman: And thus 
it ſtands with them. 1 
It may not be amiſs for us to conſider, whether 
we ſhall ſtop here, and form our Bill on che Plan of 
the Engliſþ Tillage Act, or go farther, and add ro it 
Granaries for the more preſent Relief of the Farmer, 
the more immediate Encouragement of the Plow, 
and the Encreaſe of a proper and ſafe circulating Cre- 
dit, to ſupply the great Scarcity of Money, Which is 


occaſioned in this Country by the Drafts of Abient es, 
Ry anc” 
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and the finking Ballance of our Trade: For my Part, 
I am inclined to believe we ſhould 'go thus far, and 
I believe we ſhall find it one of the moſt immedi- 
ate Reliefs that can be contrived for many of the 
Evils we labour under. 

In the firſt Place, Money is fo very (ſcarce in Fre- 
land, the Intereſt fo high, and what there is of it, 
in the Hands of fo few People, that it throws a great 
Damp on every Branch of our Buſineſs, and prevents 
many uſeful Undertakings amongſt us; the Embar- 


goes on our Beef, from which ſo much Money was 


annually returned into this Country, muſt very quickly 
increaſe this Scarcity, (eſpecially if we continue to take 


our Mines from them, which I hope we ſhall not) and 


the clandeſtine Trade with France has grown ſo faſt 
upon us fince they have got into the entire Poſſeſſion of 
our Wool, and found the way to furniſh the middle Or- 
ders of Farmers with ſuch good Pennyworths of Wines, 
Spirits, Eaſt India Goods, and other French Trifles, 
inſtead of the ready Money formerly had for it, that 
it is much to be feared a very few Years may beat 
many Undertakers out of the little Manufactures and 
Buſineſs we poſſeſs, by the meer want of Money, 
and by bringing Poverty and Ruin on the middle in- 
duſtrious Part of the People, by this new and unna- 
tural Luxury, lower the Price of Lands, and draw 
down an univerſal Diſtreſs. on the whole Country, 


if ſome means be not ſpeedily contrived on one Hai 
to put a Stop to. the clandeſtine Trade, and on the 


other to eſtabliſh a Paper Credit, which may circulate 
in the Place of Money; and this I muſt own to you, 
Sir, is one principal Motive with me, to think that 


Publick Granaries might yet be an Improvement upon 
the Tillage Laws of England, very ſuitable, and even. 


neceſſary for us in our preſent Circumſtances. 
There is (tis true) a Paper citculating Credit 


already in the, Country; but the Baſis on which 


B it 
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it is built, is too narrow for the Superſtrucure ; and 
we have found by the Experience of ſome Years, that 
the beſt have given way, and ſuffered the whole Fa- 
brick to tumble down, to the great Aſtoniſhment of 
all, and to the Ruin of many of their airy Inhabitants : 
And tho' all, which at preſent ſubſiſt, are of undoubt- 
ed Credit and Utility, it were a Matter much to be 
wiſhed, to ſee a Credit eſtabliſhed in the Nation, on 
a Foundation which could not give way, and which 
muſt neceſſarily give Life and Vigour to the Whole. 
There was ſome Years ago a Mention made of a 
National Bank, and ſome Subſcriptions were taken in 
thereupon ; but upon a ſerious Diſcuſſion of the Af- 
fair, it was determined, that a National Bank might 
be the means of putting too much into the Hands of 
a few, and giving them an Opportunity, by getting 
into the Schemes of a Court br Miniſtry, to betray 
the Liberties of the Country, and it was laid aſide; as 
was, if I forget nat, another Scheme för a Credit e- 
ſtabliſned on the Lands of Ireland, for that or ſome 
ſuch Reaſon ; probably it was a true Publick Spirit, 
and not the Intereſt of any particular private Socie- 
ties, that prevailed on the Occaſton: Bur, if I do 
not greatly err in my Judgment, a circulating Credit 
on the Tillage, under a Scheme of publick Granaries 


might be ſo contrived, as to be hable to none of thoſe 
QbjeQzons. 


Let us ſuppoſe then, that a certain Number of ; 


ublick Granaries were erected in the Sea 1 — or 
Ther Towns fituated on navigable Rivers, fo diſpoſed 
always, as that one might take in the Corn of two 
or more Counties, in the whole, to the Number of 
ten or fifteen. 
2d, Suppoſe that for each Granary there were cho- 
{en by Parliament in the Body of the Act, eight Di- 
rectors, veſted with a Power to choſe proper Perſons 
as well for the Management of the Corn in the Gra- 


nary, ' 


+ 


n 
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Corn with them 
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nary, as for keeping the Books, c. theſe Directors 
to ſerve by Turns, two for every Quarter of the 
Year, and to be worth at leaſt One Thouſand Pounds 

r Annum, real Eſtate, or 20,0001]. in Caſh, or 
ſome ſuch Eſtate or Fortune, and at the End of 
every two Years, four of theſe Directors to be bal- 
loted out, and four new ones ele&ed in rheir Stgad, 
to ſerve in like manner quarterly, an old Dire&or and 
a new one every Quarter, and from thenceforth the 
four old Directors to be out of Coutſe every two 
Years, and four new ones to be ele&ed in their Stead ; 
ſo that at all Times, there may be Dire&ors of Ex- 
perience to aſſiſt the new ones 

3d. All Elections for Directors to be by the Pro- 
prietors of the Corn Bills, living within the Diſtrict 
of the Granaries, as they are the Perſons principally 
intereſted in the Succeſs, and the fitteſt cherefore to 
make the Choice. 

4th. A Medium Price for Corn to be fixed upon 
by Parliament; ſuppoſe five Shillings per Buſhel; 
and the Directors to iflue Promiflary Notes for all 
„at that Rate; and all For- 
gings and Counterfeitings of Corn Bills to be Death. 

5th. No Corn to be exported, but what is bought 
at the Granaries; and whenever the Price in the 
Country Markets falls below the Medium Price, then 
the Exporter to have a Bounty by Debenture as in 
England: By this means the Granaries, by giving the 
beſt Price in the Country, would be kept full, their 
Bills would be multiplied, and the Exporrer would 


never be at a Loſs where to load his Grain. 


6th, All Granaries in felling for Exportation, to 
fell at the beſt Price they can get from the Exporter; 
and every Exporter of Grain in his Invoice, to be 
obliged by Law, to make Afﬀidavir at the Cuſtom- 
Houle, before the Collector or other proper Officer, 
what Number of Barrels, and of what Specie, and 
B 3 what 


( 12 ) 


what Price he payed for the ſame, and a particular 
Book to be kept in every Sea Port where there is a 
Granary, for this Purpoſe, to regulate not only the 
Debenrure for Exportation, but to be ready to lay 
before the General Court, and to be a Check upon 
the Directors in their Accounts before them. 

7th. In all Sales of Corn to the Country for home 
Conſumption, no Granary to take or demand an higher 
Price than one Shilling per Buſhel more than che me- 
dium Price; and the advanced Price, with th- Profit 
on Sales to Exporters of Corn, to go towards the de- 
fray ing the Expences of the Granary. By this means 
Corn and Bread muſt always cominue plenty and cheap, 
and a Fund may be provided for the Expence ot the 
Circulation, c. | 5 

8th. A General Court of Directors to be held e- 
very two Years, or oftener as Occaſion calls, to audit 
the Accounts, of the Granaries, ſee the Salleries of 
the Officers diſcharged, pay off the Debts of the 
Granary for Repairs, E9c. Rate and ſettle the Accounts 
between the Circulators of the Corn Bills and the Gra- 
naries, and ſee the Ballance paid; make Bye-Laws for 
the better Government of the Granaries, and choſe 
new Directors for the enſuing two Years; and every 
Perſon who is poſſeſſed of 10007. in Corn Bills, to 
have a Vote at this Court of General Directors 

th. No Director of any Granary to deal in Corn 
by themſelves, or any Perſon in Truſt for them, on 
the ſevereſt Penalty; and no Director of a Granary 
to lend out Money, diſcount Notes, take Mortgages, 


or make any other Uſe of the Caſh in Hand, than as 


the General Coutt ſhall order, on Pain of Death or 
tome other the moſt weighty Penalty. 

And, in order to give a Circulation to theſe Bills, 
ſuppole that 100,000 J. worth of Corn Bills may be 
iſſued in one Year, by the Granaries in each Province; 
then ſuppoſe, that a Book be opened for a Subl crip- 

3 tion 
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tion of 100,000]. for each Province, or more or leſs 
as ſhall be judged neceſſary, and every Subſcriber to 


pay down into the Hands of Hugh Henry, Eſq; one 


fifth Part of his Sum ſubſcribed, in three Days after 
his Subſcription, or his Subſcripgion to be void. 

2dly. That no Perſon be admitted a Subſcriber, un- 
leſs he be really and bone fide worth four times more 
thay the Sum ſubſcribed, and obliges himſelf by ſuch 
C-::rr-&s as ſhall be agreed upon at the firſt Meeting 
aher tive Subſcription is full, to pay in any ſuch far- 
the Sum, not exceeding the Sum ſubſcribed, which 
the Company ſhall have Occafion to make a Call for 
on the Body of the Subſcribers. s 

zaly. That the firſt Meeting be fixed, as well 

with reſpect to Time as Place, 10 that when the Sub- 
ſcription is full, and proper Advertiſement thereof 
given in the publick Papers, the Subſcribers miy be 
at no Lots when and where to meet, and ſettle Rules 
and Orders for their future Government. 

qthly. 'L hat every Corn Bank ſhall be obliged to 
circulate th» Corn Bills, and pay Caſh for them at 
their reſpective Banks, in order to give them Credit 
in the Country, and a free Circulation; and that the 
Granaries in each Province ſhall. be obliged to pay 
yearly to ſuch Bank the Sum of three per Cent. Diſ- 
count for {uch Circulation. 

5thly. That the Corn Banks ſhall iſſue no Bills, or 
Notes for Value received in Corn, under the Penalty 
of Forgery, unleſs by Law authoriſed, 

6thly. That they ſhall have ſome certain Number 
of Directors, to be choſen from amongſt the moſt 
weighty of the Subſcribers, by the whole Body of 
them; and one halt of them to be changed every 
two Years, as in the Granaries, ſtill provided that nore- 


ſiding Director ſhall he a Subſcriber or Proprietor 


of lets than 53000 J. Stock in the Company. 


Such 
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Such Banks as theſe would immediately give a Cir- 
culation, and a Credit to the Corn Bills; and the Sub- 
ſcribers could well undertake the Circulation for three 
per Cent. for one fifth Part of the whole iſſued Cre- 
dir, in ready Money, muſt always be ſufficient to cir- 
culate the Corn Bills: "Tis the ſtauding Rule in the 
Bank of Euglaud, and I believe, in all Ke of good 


Credit; fo that tho' the three per Cent. ſounds but 


little in our Ears, the Subſcribers would in Effect re- 
ceive fifteen per Cent. for if ane hundred Pound de- 
wor does the Buſineſs of 5ao, in this Caſe, che 

ubſcriber being out of Pocket but 100, receives 
127. for his Credit, and three for his ready Money, 
which is in Effect 15 per Cant. for bis ready Money; 
fo that the Subſcribers at three per Cent uſt dndoubt- 
edly come in very readily, and 1 in chis Stock 
would ſoon grow probably more va than any 
fo much Money in any Stock now exiſting z, whereas, 
in reality, tis every way as uſeful to the Publick, to 
have hay Buſineſs dne by a — af 13 
Part, as of the whole ey. ided the Sublcri- 
8 an Eſtate to oo beCa (if any ſhould 
be) upon them; a thing which muſt be taken Care 
of on the firſt Subſcription, or might effectually be 


provided for by a Clauſe in the Bilf for this Puppole, 


importing, that every Subſcriber into the Corn Banks, 
and every Purchaſer of any Subſcription, ſhall at the 
Time of ſuch Subſcriprion 


Chaſed, on Pain of forfeiting the original Stock ſub- 
ſcribed or purchaſed. I. 
Such a Clauſe would provide ſufficisncly againſt 
that Miſchief; and as the Bills muſt meer with a rea- 
dy Circulation, they would ſoon come info the great- 
eſt Credit, and be lent out by the Proprietars as Caſh 
on Mortgages and other Securities: By this means 
there would be a great Plenty of Money, or Credit 


equally 
—_ : 


or Purchaſe, be worth 
four times more than the Capital ſubſcribed or pur- 


— — 
— —_ 
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equally valuable, the Intereſt of Money would ne- 
ceſſarily be lowered thereby to four or tive per Cent. 
all Perſons who could make good Securities could rea- 
dily have it at that Rate, the Manufacturers would no 
longer be opprefled and cat up with exorbitant Uſury, 


and the Manufactures which they produced, could of 


conſequence be afforded ſo much lower than they are 
at preſent, that it muſt enable us to underſel the 
whole World in any Branch of Buſineſs we under- 
take. 

This Advantage would reach to all Orders and So- 
cieties; the Grower, the Manufacturer, the Exporter, 
the Tenant, the Landlord, the Creditor, in ſhort, e- 
very Man in the Nation, let his Buſinels or Occupa- 
tion be what it will, muſt ſhare in the Advantage. 
And as the Banks and the Granaries-are tobe two 
diſtin& Bodies, they would{be for ever a Check up- 
on one another; the Grayary could diſcount no 
Notes, the Bank could iſſue no Bills; they would 
have each of them their diſtin& Buſineſs, and the 
Books of the Granary would rectify always any Qver- 
charge on the Circulation. 


Now, Sir, as to the Objection which was made 


againſt the Land- Bank, it could not affect here; the 


Provincial Banks would keep the Caſh of the Nation 


rather bettec ſeparated, and more out of the Reach 
of a Miniſtry; than ir is at preſent in the Hands of 


the Bankers of lin, in which the Bulk of our 


whole Caſh 8 ies. 


The Conduct of the whole, both Granaries and 
Banks, would be in the Hands of the Proprietors, 
who muſt be the Body of the Landed Intereft, and 
if any Body of People can be ſafe from miniſterial 
Influence (as it is called) ſure they muſt be the Men. 

Then, it would make the Credit of the Nation 
more equal than it is at prefent; every Perſon who 


could make a good Security, would find Faith in his 


Pro- 
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Provincial Bank: there he and his Fortune muſt be 
known; and it would be a great Eaſe to the King- 
dom in general that they could be ſo provided in their | 
Neceſſity, without making an expenſive Journey to | 
the Capital, where the Money borrowed for more 
weighty Occaſions, is often broke into before they 
can clear themſelves out of it. 

And, asto theGentlemen who are at preſent engaged 
in the Bankers Buſineſs, the whole Foreign Exchange 
would be left free and open to them, with as much 
of the inland Buſineſs as their Friends and Cuſtomers, 
and long-known good Credit in the Kingdom 
could afford them: But, if it ſhould otherways hap- 
pen, they may, it ſo diſpoſed, become Subſcribers 
into the Corn Banks, and there, follow the ſame Bu- 
ſineſs. . 

I believe, Sir, I need not uſe many Words to con- 
vince you, that ſuch a Regulation as this, mult be a 
ag Encouragement to our Tillage; the medium 

rice would keep the Husbandman conſtantly at the 
Plow, it would then become a Buſineſs, which is 
now but a Shift; no Plenty, however great, could 
diſcourage him, and the conſequence would be, that | 
the Sheep Walks which at prefent afford the Occu- | 

ö 


r 


pier, for Landlord, Labour and Profit, but at a Me- | 
dium of fix or ſeven Shillings per Acre, would in a. 

ſhort Time be taken into Tillage, and return on the 'þ 
fame Articles from fifry Shillings and three Pounds, to l 
ſix, ſeven, and eight Pounds per Acre: Rents muſt 
riſe, Intereſt fall, Tyches be punctually and well paid, : 
without any Fear of failing, the Manufactures flou- .. , 
riſh, Trade revive, with many other Advantages | 
which will naturally occur to you; and all, without 

any other ill conſequence but this, the Runners 1 
of French Goods mult betake themſelves to honeſter 
Buſineſs, and the French Manufactures, looſing our 

Wool by the Change of our Oeconomy, mult ſhrink 


up 


* 
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up and go to nothing: Evils, which I am ſure no 


Friend of theſe Dominions, or Well-wiſher to the 


Liberties of Europe, can repine at, fo that I am in 
hopes, Sir, you will think that Granaries will be no 
bad Improvement to a Tillage Bill. 

This is certainly the fitteſt Time for Ireland to go 
upon this Affair, the late Scarcity has given a Spring 
to Tillage, and in two Years, if a proper Vent is pro- 
vided for the Labours of the Husbandman, it will 
make a great Change in our Affairs for the better: 
Whereas, if negle&ed, the ſame two Years muſt draw 
upon us ſuch a Plenty of Corn, as muſt neceflarily 
diſcourage that Branch of Buſineſs, and in a very few 
Years after, bring about ſuch a Scarcity as we have 
lately felt. 

If then, Sir, it may be thought ſit to go upon the 
Granaries at this Time, a great Difficulty will be in 


this univerſal Scarcity of Money, and Decay of Trade, 


where to find Caſh to build the Granaries; but, Sir, 
I am very much of Opinion, chat the Miſeries we 
have lately ſeen and felt, will be a Spur to every Man 
in the Kingdom to contribute towards the Underta- 
king; every one mult give chearfully to a Fund, that 
is to ſhut our Doors againſt Want and Famine, and 
to open new Channels for Plenty and Riches : The 
Turnpikes have not wanted a Credit to perfect their 
Roads; tis but appointing the Directors, and voſting 
them with proper Powers, they cannot want Credit: 


And tho' we ſhould be obliged to appropriate ſome 


Branch of our Revenue, a {mall one will do, ſure I 
am, Sir, it may be as uſeful a Fund as that for navi- 
gating our Rivers, the Concordatum, or the Barrack 
Funds; but tho we ſhould not think fit to carry the 
Scheme ſo far as the Granaries, it is much to be wiſh'd 
that we may not {lip this Opportunity to apply for a 
Tillage Ac, when the great and almoſt unequalled 
Miſeries which we have {uffered within this laſt Year 

__ * has 
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has moved all the World to compaſſionate our Di- 
ſtreſſes and Misfortunes; and when it is fo impatiently 
expected from our Neighbours of England, that we 
ſhould paſs ſome Laws here for reſtraining the grear 


Export of Wool to France, which can never be 


more effe&ually done, nor with more real Service 
both to Britain and Ireland, than by encouraging our 
Tillage, and by that means breaking in upon the 
4 rench Sheep Walk. 

When, Sir, I toc k my Pen in Hand, I did not 
intend to trouble you with more than what related to 
the Tillage and Granaries, but ſome other Matters 
have fince occured, which now, my Hand is in, I 
ſhall ſubmit to your Conſideration. | 

The Woollen Manufacture is certainly the Bone 
of PDiſſention between England and Ireland: They 
have in a manner loſt it, and we have not got it; 
ſuch is the Misfortune of the Controverſy between us. 
The Farmers in all the running Countries have fallen 
into a new, an unnatural Expence, not from any Iu- 
creaſe of Riches, but from the good Pennyworths of 
French Run Goods which are daily offered them by 
the Perſons concerned in the clandeſtine Wool Trade 


veriſh and eat them up in a few Years; 
Traders are every where underfold by the Smugglets, 
the Revenue is greatly ſunk by rhe Decay of the ope 
and fair Trade, the Nation is run into, a Debt, whic 
if rimely Care be not taken, muſt certainly bring up 
on usa new Land Tax ” od the. Quit rents aud Hearth 
money are already a Tax of above two Shillings 1 
the Pound, a Matter which at this Time I would bav 
very well underſtood and: the French are the only 


and their Under-Agents, which mult certainly wy 
the 


Gainers by it; for the Growers of W ool receive not 
near to good a Price as they did when the Engli/p 
Manulactures flouriſhed, the Price of Wool has 
greatly ſunk as they decayed, and at this 


e the Price 


hs 
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is lowering ſo, that the Stock-maſters are almoſt un- 
done too; ſo that itis very unfortunate for both Coun- 
Nes, that this Affair is not ſet upon a proper Footing. 

The Eugliſb have loſt the Woollen Trade, they 
are no Strangers to our Running Buſineſs, they lay 
all the Blame upon us, not diſcerning their own 
unfortunate Incapacity to cany it on in all its 
Branches; an Incapacity which they muſt for ever 
labour under whilſt their heavy Debts and T axes 
continue; and they vainly imagine, that if our Run- 
ning of Wool could be prevented, they might again 
recover that valuable Trade ; this has put them upon 
ſeveral Schemes, Guardſhips to watch our Coaſts, pe- 
nal Laws in vatious Shapes, all to no Purpoſe : But 
the thinking Few amongſt them, ſee. plainly the in- 
ward Diſtemper that diſables them, and would be very 
willing to indulge us in the Liberty of certain Branches 
of the Woollen Manufacture, it they could depend 
upon us, under the Advantage of ſuch an Indulgence, 
to guard our own Coaſts, and fend no Wool to 


France; for it is certain, that the French could not 


extend their Woollen Buſineſs to any great Matter of 


national Profit, without Iriſh or Engl Wool. 
ol 


They ſee plainly, Sir, that the Policy of King 
Charles IT's Time, and of King William's, cannot at 
all ſuit with this: In thoſe Days, the French had no- 
thing to ſay to the Woollen Trade, and every Piece 
of Manufacture which was exported from Ireland, 
was in ſo much a Loſs to them; we were the only 
Rivals in the Trade; but at preſent the Caſe is al. 
tered, the Queſtion is not between England and Tre- 
land, but between the Britiſb Dominions and the 
French; and in Truth and in Fa&, every Yiece of 
Woollen Goods now exported from Ireland, far from 
hurting the Engliſþ Manuta&urer, helps him, for it 
prevents the French from working up three times as 


much (the uſual Allowance being one third of our 
C 3 Wool, 
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Wool, to two of theirs, which without our Wool 


would be perfe&ly uſeleſs) and it at the ſame time 
takes from them at foreign Markets (where 'tis well 


known we underſel them) a Cuſtomer for one of 


theirs ; and by this means, England has an Opportu- 


nity to make a Gain of their Loſs, and to find room 


at the foreign Markets for three Pieces of their Gooc 
in the room of thoſe which the French would have 


been able to ſend out, had they the Primum of the 


fingle Piece we wrought up and exported. ; 
They fee alſo, that where a whole People 
pique themſelves upon exporting a Commodity in 
which they think themſelves unjuſtly reſtrained, tis 
impoſſible for any Power, they can ſend to watch 
them, by any threatened Penalties to reſtrain them 


from it; but that if they had once given us a reaſon- 


able Share in the Manufactures, it would then be our 
Intereſt to keep from our Rivals Primum of the Ma- 
nufacture, and we ſhould every Man in Ireland be 
a Guarda Coſta to reſtrain it. ; 
This the Men of Senſe of all Sides the Queſtion 
ſee and know, and thus they have reaſoned in the laſt 
Seſſion of Parliament, upon the angry Motion made 
in their Houſe of Commons for the epeal of the Act 


8 the Vear before, for taking off the Duties of 


arn exported from Ireland for England, and for li- 
cenſing new Ports here. . 
Now, Sir, it is certain, that on the Coaſts of Spain 
and Portugal, and the Mediterranean, in the Stuffs, 
Sc. which we ſend them, we, under all the Difficul- 
ties of. a clandeſtine 'Trade, underſel the French eight 
Cent. and it is as certain, that the French underſel 
the Eng liſb as much; it has been ſaid eleven per Cent. 
What room for Heſitation? Can our Trade to thoſe 
Parts claſh with the Eugliſo? Who can ſuffer but 
the French? If the French are beat out of the Trade, 
we ſhall gain indeed, but the Engliſp muſt gain twice 


SS 


as much; every Piece we ſell, muſt be a Draw-back 
of three upon the French Exports, becauſe it keeps 
from France a Primum which would give Veut to 
twice as much of their other ways uſeleſs Wool, and 
England would have the Benefit upon that Article; 
which to be ſure, would they conſider rightly, muſt 
be a ſufficient Inducement to them, to {er us at work 
in that Branch of Trade; and if they do ſo, all Jea- 
louſies muſt naturally ſubſide, the falſe Patriotiſm 


which at preſent prevails of encouraging the clande- | 


ſtine Wool Trade with France, mult iuſtantly change 
it ſelf into a true Spirit againſt all ſuch Traders, and 
not one Lock of Wool can afterwards be ſhip'd from 
this Country to France. 

I would ſubmit ic to your Conſideration, Sir, 
whether it may not therefore be now very ſeaſonable, 
to bring in a Bill*to prevent the Exportation of Wool, 
or Woollen Manufactures to France, or any other 
Country but Kugland; and iy this Bill, to have Clauſes 


of Exemption for ſuch Manufactures as we ſell in the 


Countries abovementioned, / . 

On this Occaſion, it will be neceſſary to be well 
appriſed of what choſe Goods particularly are, and to 
take Care not to claſh with England in ſuch Branches 
as they are yet able to follow. | 

It this be done, I have no doubt upon me but the 
Bill may meet with a ready Concurrence, particularly 


il it be ſent over in the Hands of Perſons who have 


Capacity to reaſon upon it betore the Council, and to 
conduct it as it ſhould. 

And, here, Sir, I muſt obſerve to you, a Defect, 
or what appears to me a great Defect in our Manage- 
ment; we are (whatever our Rights may be) to all 
Intents à depending Country; all our Laws muſt have 
the Concurrence of the -Engliſp Council; we are 


cramped in ſeyeral Branches of Trade, in which we 


might be uſeful co Eugland; our Manufactures, par- 
: | ticularly 
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ticularly the Linnens, want till farther Encourage- 5 
ments; we are the pooreſt Country in Europe. and of 
conſequence can work the cheapeſt; our Situation, 
with reſpect to England, which is the Fountain of 
Pleaſure as well as Preferment to all theſe Dominions, 
draws our Men of Fortune in ſuch Crowds into it, 
that let our Acquiſitions by Trade and Manufactures 
be what they will, let our Riches be ever ſo great, 
it muſt all center there; and there never can remain 
at home ſo much as to enhanſe the Price of Labour 
or put our ManufaQtures in ſuch a condition as to be⸗ 
come too dear for the foreign Markets, ſo that Exg- 
land muſt for ever have here between two and three 
Millions of People, poſſeſſed of a fertil- Country poſ- 
ſeſſed of infinite Treaſure in Wool and Flax, ready | 
and able to beat France or any other Country our of | 
thoſe Branches of Trade; and this, Sir, is a Bleſſing | 
which no other Prince in the World, that I can at 0 
preſent recollect, is poſſeſled of, but our own: But, 
with all theſe Advantages, we are neglected by Eng- 
land, and ſuffered to remain idle and una&ive, to 
ſtarve for want of Occupation, whilſt we furniſh an 
infinite number of Hands in France with Matter to | 
employ them profitably upon, and we remain uſeleſs 
to our Mother Country, which, it well informed of | 
our Circumſtances, and their own Intereſt in us, could | 
never overlook us as it does, I ſay, therefore, that it | 
is a great Defe& in our Management, not to have a | 
Reſlent at London, to take Care of our Intereſt there, 
fince in reality there is nothing wanting but a good | 
Underſtanding between us, a proper —— — 7 
upon the Matter, to convince the Men in Power there, 
how much it is the Intereſt of England to, and with 
how much Benefit to themſelves they could, grant 
us many Advantages in Trade and Manufactures, for 

want of which, we at preſent languiſh and decay. 


The Linnen Trade is one which is yet capable of 
| great 


— 
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reat Enlargements; for there is one ſingle Branch 
2 which England pays 5 oo, ooo l. per Annum to 
Germany; they are a certain coarſe brown Linnens, 
made uſe of in England for Lappings, Packings, 
Carters Frocks, Sc. and in the Plantations, for 
cloathing of Negroes, Servants, Sc. There is, 
tis true, a heavy Duty upon the Importatien, ſo that 
we can very near underſel the Germans in England, 
but all the Duties to a Trifle are drawn back on the 
Re. exportation to the Plantations, ſo that there they 
mect us on a Par, and the Aſſiſtance of England will 
be neceflary, whenever we are in a Condition to fur- 
niſh more than their own Conſumption requires. 
This is a Branch the fitreſt to introduce the Lin- 
nen Manufacture into thoſe Parts of this Kingdom 
which are at preſent idle; the Flax of which it is 
made is coarte, and the Tow is wrought up with it, 
ſo chat there is no Waſte ; the Spinning is fit for Be- 
ginners, and ſo is the Weaving; little Art of any 
Sort is required about it; ſo that in two Years, a whole 
Country where there is Flax enough for them, might 
be called out to work; it would ſerve but as a School 
to the People, and in a few Years would neceſſarily 


| beget fine Yarn and Linnen, and good Workmen from 


the natural Defire which is in all Men to excel; and 
this Branch wants nothing to ſet it on, but a ſmall Pre- 
mium per Ell to the Exporter ; for every Beginnin 

is dear, and the natural Indolence of Mankind — 


be called out, and ſolicited by Profit to Work and 


Labour, or it will not do. 
I know, Sir, à Gentleman who went upon this 


Buſineſs in Connaught, and in little more than a Y ear, 


he exported 150,000 Ells; ſome his Correſpondent 
exported to the Plantations; there he was underſold 
by the old experienced Germans, who met him on a 
Level by the Benefit of their Drawbacks; the reſt 


were put into the Hands of Huy and Wilox in Lon- 
don, 
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don, who lately ſtopt Payment there, and I feat they 


” 


are gone to a worſe Market. RA 
It is a Pity this Gentleman has not met with the 
Encouragement ſuch an Undertaking deſerved; if he 
had, the whole Gountry would have at once fallen 
into that Buſin:{s; but he muſt probably now quit it, 
and that will throw ſuch a Damp on that Branch, 
that it will be very hard to bring it to Lite again; and 
could it be puſh'd on with Succels, it would certainly 
in ten Years, in fo ſhort a Time ag ten Years, bring us 
500,000 /. per Annu m. - > > 
It will be well to confider likewiſe, Sir, that it is 
a great Neglect in us not to grow our own Flax Seeds; 
it is of the greateſt conſequence to us, in my Opinion, 
to employ our Thoughts about Means to be furniſhed 
with Seed at home; for our great Demands ppon Ger- 
many for Seed, make them grow vaſt Quanticics of 
Flax which they would not otherways do ; there is a 
Sort of Necefliry upon the People to work it up in 
one Sort or other, when it is once produced; and the 
Grower has ſuch a Profit on the Seed, that he affords 
the Flax for little or nothing, ſo it is no wonder if 
they underſel us in that Branch; and I am really of 
Opinion, that could we get the Flax Seed produced 
at home, it would have = ſame Effect upon us, we 
ſhould have a Plenty of Flax ſufficient co employ all 
the Hands in the Kingdom; and if che Flax were 
plenty and cheap, it would find enough willing to 
work upon it; there would be a Plenty of Linnens 
of all Sorts, and they could be aflorded in ſo much 
the cheaper, as the Primum is cheaper : Beſides, Sir, 
as this Sort of Linnen requires the coarſe Flax, che 
People could afford ro let the Seed ripen ; whereas 
for want of a Fabrick for it, they at preſent pull their 
Flax before the Seed is ripe, that it may be fine enough 
for their preſent Buſineſs, | 
In my Apprehenſion, Sir, this is a Seaſon which 
"a. RR Calls 
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calls upon us very particularly to enlarge our Flax 
Grounds, and ſet all Hands to work on that Branch: 
The Spaniſh West. Indies is now open to us, and it is 
highly probable, at leaſt we have reaſon to hope, 
that the Gentlemen at the Helm, whenever there 1s 
a Peace, may ſtipulate for an open Trade for our Iriſb 
Linnens there; in which caſe, if we can be ready, 
the Linnen Trade muſt be an infinite Fund of Riches 
to a whole People poſſeſſed thereof, in one of the 
Countries the fitteſt for it of any in Europe. 

And, Sir, before I have done with this, I muſt ob- 
ſerve to you, that England upon the ſame Principle 
on which I expect their Concurrence to a Tillage 
Bill, muſt neceſſarily give us all the Encouragement 
in their Power, The five Counties of the North, 
which have effectually beraken themſelves to the 
Linnen Manufa&ures, have not enough of Wool to 
cloath themſelves: all their Land is taken up for Corn, 
Potatoes and Flax to feed themſelves withal, and far 
from exporting Wool clandeſtinely to France, they 
are obliged to buy their Cloathing from the other 
Provinces ; and this would certainly be the caſe of the 
whole Kingdom, if the Tillage and Linnen Manufac- 
tures were once effectually ſpread through it; 10 that 
if this Matter is once well underſtood in England, 
we need not doubt of their ready Concurrence with 

any Requeſt we can make, either for Encouragement 

of our Tillage or Linnen Manufactures; and if we 
have all Hands once at work, it matters not whether 
it be Wool or Linnen they work upon, we ſhall not 
need to diſpute it with them. 


I muſt obſerve to you, Sir, that the Germans ( and 


their Factors in England) have lately got into a Me- 
thod of counterfeiting our Iriſb Stamps upon their 


foreign Linnens; and by that Means avoiding the 


Duty ; and, which is almoſt as bad, by affixing our 
Seals to the worſt of their Linflens, they diſcredit the 
| D 
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Triſb Manufacture there: The Scotch too, have got 
this Policy from the Germans, and I have heard ſe- 
veral Gentlemen in the Ir Linnen Trade make 
heavy Complaints of chis Matter: If I miſtake not, 
there is at preſent no Law to puniſh the Proceeding, 
or if there be, no ſingle Factor Will be at the Ex- 
pence, unleſs he be aflared of Reimburſement from 
the Linnen Board. „„. 1 
This, Sir, is, I aſſute you, a great and growing 
Evil, and ought to be immediately attended to, for 
the Scotch are grow ing faſt in that Manufacture, and 
if we cannot find a Way to puniſh this their artful 
way of diſcrediting our Manulactures it may be at- 
tended with great Evils to our Sales in England, which 
is at preſent our only Market for Linnen. 
1 thall detain you no longer, Sir, but juſt to ob- 
Herve to you, that we have manifeſted a moſt unpar- 
| e Surznenels in ſo many Years as have paſſed 
fince-the Revolution, by our Neglect to put the Pro- 
perties of this Kingdom upon a Foot of greater Se- 
- Eurity than it is at preſent, Mk | 
Me were laſt Year alarmed with an intended Inva- 
ion; and ĩt was ſo far believed, that the Government 
was at a conſiderable Expence to furniſh Magazines, 
aud to provide for a Defence. All Europe is at this 
preſent time in Arms; and in caſe of a general War, 
no one knows what Attempts may be made upon theſe 
Kingdoms by the Enemies of our Religion and our 
- Liberties. I hope we ſhall be always Tile, but we 
Cannot forget to have ſeen the Pretender in Britain, 
at the Head of a formidable Number of rebellious 
Troops: He was defeated, and his Defigns were bat- 
Hed; but had he unfortunately ſucceeded there, it 
would have been a very terrible Circumſtance, that 
the Proteſtants of Ireland who were in Arms for all 
that was dear to them, their Religion, their Property 
® and their Liberty, ſhould be expoled to the ſame _ 
355 a +. | = 
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that the Papiſts of Ireland ſuffered on the Revoluti- 
on; they did but what we ſhould have done, took up 
Arms for the King de Fadto, the Prince to whom 
they had ſworn Allegiance; we ſhould certainly have 
done ſo (God avert the Occaſion) To-morrow, were 
there need: And is it not a frightful Thought? 
Enough to cool the hotteſt Zealot? 'That had we 
failed in the Attempt, we ſhould all of us forfeit our 
Eſtates as the Facobites in 88 have done; there is 
no Law for us; the Satute of Henry VII. which pro- 
vides a Security for all thoſe who rake Arms for the 
King de Fat#o, or fight under their Allegiance, was 
paſled a Year or two after Poining's Law, and does not 
extend to Ireland, ſo that we are left expoſed in cafe 
of any Attempt upon us, to the greateſt Danger ima- 
ginable ; and tis much to be feared, that a Reflection 
- of this Sort might in time of need throw 'a Damp 
upon many, who are otherways the braveſt and moſt 
zealous Proteſtants amongſt us, and leave us a difuni- 

ted and weak Support to the Proteſtant Succeſſion. 
It is high Time, therefore, Sir, to think fetiouſly 
of this EE and not to loſe a Day before à Bill is 
brought in to this Purpoſe; we have a Righr to expe& 
it, we have fought for the Revolution, and we are 
no inconfiderable Part of the Proteſtant Intereſt; let 
us be made ſafe, let us be united in one general Se- 
curity, and our Lives are ready to ſtake for the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion; his Majeſty and his Family will 
be ſure of Friends, that- will Man by Man die for 
him, it will add greatly to his Security, it will for ever 
diſappoint the Hopes of any Popiſh Pretender to his 
Dominions, and deter a certain Power (who has for 
ſome Years taken upon him to diſpoſe of Kingdoms 
and Principalities at Will, and to weaken all, that the 
whole may one Day fall an eaſier Prey to its Ambition) 
from ſaying with an arbitrary Voice, One of the In- 
Jams of Spain myſt have Ireland. | 
= Upon 
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Upon the Whole, Sir, you may eaſily ſee that | 
there are many Things of great Importance to the 
Welfare of this Country, that call upon you, and the 
reſt of your Brethren in Power, for your ſpeedy At- 
tention; tis a [ity to waſte much Time upon Tri- 
fles, when weightier Matters call upon us: Ireland 
is but an Infant in the Manufactures ; we muſt not lie 
under a ſhameful Deſpondency ; and becauſe a Ru- 
mour is ſpread, that England is no Friend to Ireland, 
(which is in itſelf an unnatural Falſe hood) make no 
Tryals of their Friendſhip and Regard to us; the At- 
tempt can coſt us nothing but a Portion of that Time 
which is ſpent upon Enquiries into over Drawings, 
controverted Elections, and Party Diſputes : What 
is it to Ireland who is the Great Man, if neither the 
one nor the other will labour in its Intereſt, let us 
not be divided upon it, but let every Man lay his 
Head and his Heart to the Good of his Country, and 
purſue with a ſteady Attention the greater Matters, 
the Increaſe of our Manufactures, the Inlargement 
of our Trade, the Encouragement of our Tillage, 
the Security of our Liberties and Properties, and the 
Welfare of the whole Kingdom. 
This is what I wiſh you may all do; and if you 
reſolve upon it, the Face of this poor Country will 
be ſoon changed from what it was the laſt Summer, 
and put on an healthy and florid Complexion. - 
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Jam, Sir, © 


Your moſt obedient, 


and moſt bumble Servant. 


